Decision 8/CP.5

Other mattersrelated to communications from Parties not included in
Annex | tothe Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling therelevant provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, in particular itsArticles4.1, 4.3, 4.7, 10.2(a), 12.1 and 12.5,

Recalling also its decisions on communications from Parties not included in Annex | to
the Convention (non-Annex | Parties), in particular decisions 10/CP.2, 11/CP.2, 2/CP.4 and
12/CP.4,

Reaffirming that the Global Environment Facility should provide funding for
developing country Partieswhich are particularly vulnerableto the effects of climate change,
for activitiesrelated to the assessment of vulnerability and adaptation options, in accor dance
with decisions 10/CP.2 and 2/CP .4,

Having consider ed the views of Parties on the provision of financial and technical
support, on mattersrelated to the consider ation of communications from non-Annex | Parties
and the timing of second national communications,

Drawing attention to paragraph 1 (d) of decision 11/CP.2 on guidance to the Global
Environment Facility, in which it is stated that the preparation of national communicationsisa
continuing process,

Noting the concer n expressed by non-Annex | Partiesthat lack of support for activities
subsequent to the submission of national communications has seriously disrupted the
implementation of the Convention at the national level,

Encouraging non-Annex | Partiesto complete and submit their initial national
communications, keeping in mind the timetable set in Article 12.5,

Reiterating the importance of sharing national experiencein the preparation of
national communications by non-Annex | Parties,

Noting further the importance of providing a forum for non-Annex | Partiesto share
national experiencein the preparation of their national communications,

Reiterating the primary importance of providing financial and technical support for the
preparation of such national communications,

1. Decides:

@ That the consideration of national communications from Parties not included in
Annex | to the Convention (non-Annex | Parties) shall be carried out in accordance with the
relevant provisions of decision 12/CP.4;

(b) That the guidelinesfor the preparation of initial national communications by
non-Annex | Parties contained in the annex to decision 10/CP.2, together with the guidance
provided to the operating entity of the financial mechanism given in decision 11/CP.2, shall
continueto bevalid for all initial national communications;



(@) That a process of reviewing the guidelinesfor the preparation of national
communications shall beinitiated with the aim of improving them by the seventh session of the
Conference of the Parties, taking into account information on the use of the guidelines
contained in the compilation and synthesisreport comprising a representative and meaningful
number of national communicationsfrom non-Annex | Parties;

(d) That all Partiesthat have submitted their initial national communications
before the adoption of revised guidelinesfor national communications, and wish to start the
preparation of their second national communications befor e the seventh session of the
Conference of the Parties, may do so using theinitial guidelines; that the Global Environment
Facility (GEF) shall provide funding for the preparation of the second national
communications of such Parties, following the guidance to the GEF set out in decisions 11/CP.2
and 2/CP.4; and that Partieswhich start to preparetheir second national communications
after adoption of the revised guidelines shall usetherevised guidelines;

2. Decidesfurther that the frequency of submission of national communications by
non-Annex | Partiesshall be determined at its seventh session; for this purpose, adequate
information from the operating entity of the financial mechanism on the effective availability of
financial resourcesto non-Annex | Parties and the timing of disbursement of theseresourcesto
developing countriesfor the preparation of initial national communications will be necessary to
determinethetimetable for non-Annex | Party submissions, in accordance with Article 4.3 of
the Convention;

3. Decides also to establish a consultative group of experts on national
communications from Partiesnot included in Annex | to the Convention with the objective of
improving national communications from non-Annex | Parties, in accordance with the annex to
thisdecision;

4, Decidesto reconsider the terms of refer ence of the consultative group of experts
at its seventh session;

5. Requeststhe Convention secretariat to facilitate the work of the consultative
group of expertsin accordance with Article 8.2(c) of the Convention and decision 10/CP.2,
paragraph 1 (a), by:

@ Coor dinating meetings of the consultative group of experts and compiling
reportson itsregional workshops and meetingsfor consideration by the subsidiary bodies;

(b) Making information on those experts, by expertise and region, available on the
roster of expertson the UNFCCC web site, indicating their role as experts on non-Annex |
Party communications;

() Exploring ways to enhance communication among those experts, including
through the development of an electronic bulletin board wher e appropriate;

6. Invitesthe GEF toincludein thereport on its activitiesto the Conference of the
Parties at its sixth session specific referencesto theimplementation of decisions 2/CP.4 and
10/CP.2.

9th plenary meeting
4 November 1999



Annex

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF EXPERTS
ON NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONSFROM PARTIESNOT INCLUDED
IN ANNEX | TO THE CONVENTION

1. Theconsultative group of expertson national communications from Parties not
included in Annex | to the Convention (non-Annex | Parties) shall have the obj ective of
improving the process of preparation of national communications by non-Annex | Parties.

2. Theconsultative group shall be composed of expertsdrawn from theroster of experts
with expertise in greenhouse gasinventories, vulner ability assessment and adaptation,
abatement issues and preparation of national communications.

3. Theexpertsshall be appointed asfollows: five expertsfrom Africa, five expertsfrom
Asia, five expertsfrom Latin America and the Caribbean and six expertsfrom Annex | Parties.
The expertsrepresenting each developing region shall be appointed by the Partiesfrom that
region in order to ensure geographical balance. The expertsfrom Annex | Parties shall be
appointed by the Partiesincluded in Annex | to the Convention. In addition, up tothree
expertsfrom organizations with relevant experience shall be selected by the secretariat to
participatein the group. The Chairmen of the subsidiary bodies shall be notified of these
appointments.

4. The consultative group shall meet twicein the year 2000, each timeimmediately prior
to meetings of the subsidiary bodies.

5. Theconsultative group of expertsshall be mandated to:

€)] Exchange experience and information on the preparation of national
communications, including consider ation of subregional experience, through the meetings
referred toin paragraph 4 above and paragraph 7 below, on the basis of agendasto be decided
by consultation among the participants at each level of meetings;

(b) Consider, asappropriate, the needsfor and availability of financial resour ces
and technical support, and theidentification of barriersto and gapsin this support;

(@) Consider, asappropriate, information in national communications from non-
Annex | Partiesin accordance with the guidelinesfor the preparation of initial national
communications by Parties not included in Annex | to the Convention contained in the annex to
decision 10/CP.2;

(d) Review existing activitiesand programmesto facilitate and support the
preparation of national communications by non-Annex | Partieswith a view to identifying gaps
and making recommendationsto better coordinate these activities and programmesin order to
enhancethe preparation of national communications;

(e Identify the difficulties encountered by non-Annex | Partiesin the use of the
guidelines contained in the annex to decision 10/CP.2 and in the use of the I nter gover nmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) methodologies and other models, and make recommendations
for improvement wher e appropriate;

() Identify the analytical and methodological issues, including technical problems
in the preparation and reporting of greenhouse gasinventories, in particular with respect tothe



improvement of data collection, the development of local and regional emission factorsand
activity data, and the development of methodologies, where appropriate, with a view to
enhancing the quality of futureinventories;

(9 Examine national communications, in particular greenhouse gasinventories,
submitted by non-Annex | Parties, with a view to arriving at recommendations on ways of
over coming difficultiesin the use of the IPCC methodologies and the UNFCCC guidelines
relating to inventories contained in the annex to decision 10/CP.2, and on possible innovations,
and producereportsthereon;

(h) Encour age inter action among expertsfrom all Parties.

6. Recommendations of the consultative group on these mattersshall be forwarded to the
subsidiary bodiesfor their consideration.

7. Each year therewill be oneworkshop in each of theregionsreferred toin paragraph 3
aboveto consider both regional and subregional experience. Thefivenon-Annex | Party
expertsfrom their respective regionswill conduct these workshops. The agendasfor the
wor kshops will be developed by the participating experts, in consultation with the UNFCCC
secretariat, and will ensure adequate cover age of theissuesidentified in paragraph 5 above.
Experts/resour ce persons at these wor kshopswill be drawn from the roster of experts, and
limited to an additional 15 expertsfrom theregion, and five Annex | Party experts.

8. Thesecretariat shall coordinate these wor kshops and facilitate the preparation of a
report by the experts on each workshop, which will be made available to the Parties.



Decision 31/CP.7

Consultative Group of Expertson National Communications
from non-Annex | Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, in particular its Article 4, paragraphs 3 and 7, Article 10, paragraph 2(a) and
Article 12, paragraphs 1 and 5,

Recalling also its decisions on communications from Parties not included in Annex |
to the Convention (non-Annex | Parties), in particular decisions 10/CP.2, 11/CP.2, 2/CP.4,
12/CP.4, 8/CP.5,

Recognizing that the preparation of national communications is a continuing process,

Acknowledging that the sharing of national, subregional and regional experiencesis
important in the process of improving the preparation of national communications by
non-Annex | Parties,

Noting the importance of providing aforum for non-Annex | Parties, including the
least developed countries, to share national, subregional and regional experiencesin the
preparation of national communications,

1 Decides that the Consultative Group of Experts on National Communications
from Parties not included in Annex | to the Convention (non-Annex | Parties) shall have the
objective of improving the preparation of national communications by non-Annex | Parties;

Decides also that, in accordance with paragraph 2 of the annex to decision 29/CP.7 on
the establishment of aleast developed country (LDC) expert group, at least one member of
the Consultative Group Experts from least developed countries and at |east one member of
the Consultative Group Experts from Annex Il Parties shall also be members of the LDC
expert group, in order to establish alink on issues related to adaptation;

Decides further that in addition to the mandate contained in the annex to
decision 8/CP.5, it shall carry out the following:

Identify and assess technical problems and constraints that have affected the
preparation of initial national communications by non-Annex | Parties that have yet to
complete them, and make recommendations for consideration by the subsidiary bodies;

Provide input to the draft improved guidelines for the preparation of national
communications of non-Annex | Parties referred to in paragraph 1(b) of decision 32/CP.7,

Decides that the Consultative Group of Experts shall conduct two workshopsin the
year 2002, assuming the availability of funds, with the objective of sharing experiencesto
ensure adequate coverage of the issues described in paragraph 3 above; experts and/or
resource persons for these workshops will be drawn from the roster of experts of the
UNFCCC secretariat, taking into account geographical balance and limited to 40 persons
from non-Annex | Parties;



Decides also that in the year 2002, and to the extent possible, the secretariat will
organize a meeting of the Consultative Group Experts, back-to-back with a meeting of the
LDC expert group, in order to ensure an exchange of views,

Decides also that the mandate and terms of reference of the Consultative Group of
Experts shall be reviewed at the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties.

8™ plenary meeting
9 November 2001



