The Kyoto Protocol ... A first step!

e Adopted at COP 3 on 11 December 1997.

® The Kyoto Protocol commits Annex I Parties to individual, legally-
binding targets to limit or reduce their greenhouse gas emissions,
adding up to a total cut of at least 5% from 1990 levels in the period
2008-2012. The individual targets for Annex I Parties
are listed in the Protocol’s Annex B, and range from a —-8% cut for
the EU and several other countries, to a +10% increase for
Iceland.

e Ratified by 113 countries accounting for 44,2 % of Annex [ emissions.
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Conference adopts Kyoto Protocol

Greenhouse gas emissions
to be cut by average of 5.2%

By SUMIKO OSHIMA
and ASAKO MURAKAMI

country also will be allowed to
subtract the amount of green
house gases absorbed by for

“yoluntary'" participation in
the effort to fight global
warming a point strongly

KYOTO — Some 160 na-
tions on Thursday adopt
ed a historic agreement
to fight global warming
that calls on industrial-
ized nations fo cut all six
greenhouse gases by an
average of 5.2 percent be
tween 2008 and 2012,

After an all-night negotiat
ing session, the Third Confer
ence of Parties to the United
Nations Framework Conven
tion on Climate Change pro
duced the Kyoto Protocol
which far the first time ever
sets legally binding AF:
and commitments for green
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demanded by the US. at the
Kyoto conference — was dele
ted from the protocol, be
cause developing nations op
posed the clause, fearing an
eventual mandate that they
be required lo curb emis
sions

The six types ol gases sin
gled out for reductions are
carbon dioxide, methane, ni
trous oxide, hydrofluorocar
bons, perfluorocarbons and
sulfur hexafluoride,

Whether to include all six
was a main point of conten
tion; initially, only the U.S
wanted all listed in the proto
col

The apparent compromise
is that the first three gases
will be reduced from 1990 lev
els and the others will be cut

esls within its borders. from
its gas emissions

The protocol also allows the
European Union to keep its
“bubble’* scheme, under
which its 15 countries will
work together toward a com
mon emissions-reduction goal
though each will have a dif
ferent target

Ritt Bjerregaard, head of
the EU negotiating team, said
that although an 8 perecent re
duetion for the EU was
agreed to, how the target will
be achieved remains to be
worked out

It's clear that we will have

to go back and analyze the re
sults of the conference,'’ she
said. “Now we have six gases
and another time schedule
We have to see what all of this
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RAUL ESTRADA-OYUELA (center), chalrman of the Committee of the Whole at the global warming conference that ended
Thursday In Kyoto, is congratulated after the committee approved a draft protocol for gas emissions cuts. Kvopo PHOT



