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Adaptation to climate change and addressing loss and damage to the adverse effects of climate change have 

multiple synergies, overlaps and are not necessarily separate. They can both build on disaster risk reduction 

approaches. However, the loss and damage from the adverse effects of climate change concept is “beyond 

adaptation”, is additional to adaptation, focusing on challenges of both identifying and addressing the instances 

when adaptation is not longer possible. These instances may arise due to sudden onset events, slow onset 

climatic processes which cause loss and damage, and/or the combination of various sudden onset and slow onset 

processes leading to crossing tipping points in socio-ecological systems. The combination of these events might 

create chain-reactions, where, for example, populations begin moving away from certain areas as to slow-onset 

salinization of aquifers accelerated by extreme storms render their homelands inhabitable. A range of 

approaches already exist to address loss and damage from the adverse effects of climate change, but these are 

insufficient to prevent and manage the sweeping scale of real and potential future “residual” loss and damage 

from the adverse effects of climate change. Approaches to address loss and damage require further action, 

particularly those associated with slow-onset impacts, including sea level rise, increasing temperatures, ocean 

acidification, glacial retreat and related impacts, salinization, land and forest degradation, loss of biodiversity 

and desertification.
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2Including sea level rise, increasing temperatures, ocean acidification, glacial retreat and related impacts, salinization, land and forest 

degradation, loss of biodiversity and desertification. 
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