GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING SYSTEM

GCOS Network Monitoring

Examples of recent performance monitoring statistics

for climate observations.
GCOS Surface Network

(1017 Stations)

The GCOS Surface Network (GSN) is intended to comprise the
best possible set of land stations with a spacing of 2.5 to 5
degrees of latitude, thereby allowing coarse-mesh horizontal
analyses for some basic parameters (primarily Temperature and
Precipitation). The criteria for selection include:

e Commitments by NMHSs with regard to continuity;

* Geographical representativeness of observations;

e Length and quality of historical time series;

e Available parameters.

Plot right is from the National Centre for Environmental
Information (NCEI), in the US. It shows the number of monthly
CLIMAT reports which were received from each GSN over the
period July 2015 to June 2016 (minimum requirement is 12).
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