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To demonstrate the applicability of biogas digesters in different area 
and improve the rural environment, Hubei Province Government began to 
encourage rural families to install biogas digesters since 1970’s. However, 
the number of biogas installation has been increased very slowly because 
of the high investment of biogas digester and lack of access to finance 
resource.  With the limited financing support from the government to 
demonstrate the new initiation and best practice through national biogas 
program, around 1.38 million digesters (about 13.8% of rural families) in 
Hubei Province, which are spread to broad areas, have been installed by 
the end of 2006, and those households that have been selected to 
demonstrate the biogas digesters installation are relatively rich families, 
which could provide requested adequate counterpart funding.  Now the 
families without biogas digesters are facing even more difficulty in 
mobilizing the counterpart funding because the biogas installation cost 
has been increased from RMB 2,871 Yuan in 2003 to RMB 4,445 yuan in 
2007 in average due to the rapidly increased raw material and labor price 
in recent years.  
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